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but early in the winter a report became current among the
traders, that the Winnebagoes had heard a rumor that the Amer-
icans and English were going to war in the spring; and hence they
were holding councils to decide upon the course they should adopt,
hunting barely enough to obtain what they wanted to subsist upon
in the mean time.

Mr. M. Brisbois said to me several times during the winter,
that he feared some outrages from the Winnebagoes in the spring,
as from all he could gather they were bent on war, which I ought
to have believed, as Mr. Brisbois had been among them engaged
in trade over forty years. But I thought it impossible that the
Winnebagoes, surrounded as they were by Americans, and troops
in the country, should for a moment seriously entertain such an
idea. T supposed it a false alarm, and gave myself very little un-
easiness about it; but in the spring, when they returned from
their hunts, I found that they paid much worse than usual, al-
though they were not celebrated for much punctuality or honesty
in paying their debts. It was a general custom with the traders,
when an Indian paid his debts in the spring pretty well, on his
leaving, to let him have a little ammunition, either as a present, or
on credit. A Winnebago by the name of Wah-nah-peck-ah, had taken
a credit from me, and paid me but a small part of it in the
spring; and when I reproached him, he was disposed to be impu-
dent about it; and when his party were about going, he applied
to me as usual for ammunition for the summer, and insisted upon
having some, but I told him if he had behaved well, and paid me
his credit better, that I would have given him some, but that he
had behaved so bad that I would not give him any, and he went
away in a surly mood.

A man by the name of Methode, I think, a half-breed of somes
of the tribes of the North, had arrived here, sometime in the
summer of 1826, with his wife, and, I think, five children;
and, sometime in March of 1827, he went with his family
up the Yellow or Painted Rock Creek, about twelve miles above



